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Xavier Salvatella (Spain, 1972) has returned to his home-
town after more than fi ve years at the University of Cambridge to 
start and run the Laboratory of Molecular Biophysics within the 
Chemistry and Molecular Pharmacology Programme. Although 
he's been really busy recruiting postdoctoral fellows and setting 

up the lab, his group has somehow found the time to start producing scientifi c results 
before landing in IRB Barcelona. Granted degrees in chemistry by the universities of 
Barcelona and London, his goal as principal investigator will be to develop methods 
to explore the fl uctuations of protein structures and to understand how these changes 
relate to the molecular recognition of proteins, their function and disease.

Don't trust everything 
you hear ...

If you tend to trust every word that comes out 
of a speaker's mouth, you should pay a visit 

to Ken Dev, a visiting professor invited to IRB 
Barcelona by group leader Fernando Albericio, 
and ask him about the biweekly brainstorming 
sessions he runs. The activity is mostly for PhD 
students and postdocs, but is open to anyone.

- What's your basic message to students in 
these sessions?

“Mainly to stop trusting everything they hear 
and start challenging certain assumptions. The 
idea is to generate discussion and to get the fear 
of asking questions out of their system. I've 
even seen undergraduates questioning members 
of the National Academy in sessions at the Mas-
sachusetts Institute of Technology! It's a fact 
that if you can't question things, you'll never 
progress in science.”

- How are the sessions run?

“The participants can interrupt the speaker to 
ask questions any time they get lost or are not 
able to follow the presentation. They don't have 
to wait until the talk is over.”

- How does the speaker react to interruptions?

“They know questioning is a natural part of sci-
ence, so they are not defensive when someone 
interrupts them. In fact, a PhD student recently 
told me that he had found one of the talks very 
useful during a poster presentation he had to give 
in Finland. Apparently someone in the audience 
asked him the same question he had raised in 
one of the brainstorming sessions, so he was 
able to answer right away without hesitation. If 
he hadn't attended the session he wouldn't have 
been able to react that quickly.”

Julien Colombelli (France, 1977) has recently moved to 
IRB Barcelona from the European Molecular Biology Labora-
tory in Heidelberg, where he has worked for six years in the 
Light Microscopy group. A physicist and engineer by train-
ing, he's been hired to run the newly created Advanced Light 
Microscopy Core Facility, which will provide a wide range of light microscopy im-
aging techniques to researchers within the Institute. He chose Barcelona as his next 
working destination moved by a mix of professional and personal reasons.

Adriana Grosu (Romania, 1977) is the new European Proj-
ects offi cer at IRB Barcelona. A lawyer by training, her working 
experience in project management goes back to Romania, where 
she helped monitor the fi rst competitive grants received from the 
United States Agency for International Development to boost 
the business sector in her country. She's been buried in paperwork since she started, 
and is now working hard on preparing the implementation strategy for the two new 
European projects IRB Barcelona has just been granted.

Yolanda Olmos (Spain, 1967) is the person you should defi -
nitely contact when you have questions about purchasing. She 
left her previous position at the Offi cial College of Doctors of 
Barcelona to join IRB Barcelona as the new head of purchasing, 
mainly because she was convinced that her work would be stimu-

lating and challenging. Yolanda carries more than fi fteen years of experience working in 
purchasing for the biotech and medical sectors. Her primary responsibilities are to over-
see all the steps of the purchasing process and make sure everything runs smoothly.

COMING SOON

   Welcome party to open academic year. October 16, 2008

   Save the date! IRB Barcelona Christmas Party. December 17, 2008

Ken Dev (left) during the 10th brainstorming session at 
IRB Barcelona. Photo: A. Alsina


